Kentucky Wing Composite Squadron Celebrates Promotions, Heritage, and
Excellence in Service

Civil Air Patrol Unit Recognized for Exceptional Achievements and Leadership
Development

SEPTEMBER 30, 2025, OWENSBORO, KY — Civil Air Patrol’s Owensboro Composite
Squadron proudly recognized the achievements, promotions, and heritage of the squadron during
a ceremony celebrating excellence in service, leadership, and tradition.

The event honored cadets who advanced in grade through commitment, self-discipline, and
demonstrated leadership within the CAP Cadet Program. Each promotion marked not only
personal achievement but a reaffirmation of the Civil Air Patrol’s core values of Integrity,
Volunteer Service, Excellence, and Respect.

The ceremony was narrated by Chief Master Sgt. Cory Felts, Great Lakes Region Senior Enlisted
Leader, who commended the unit’s remarkable progress and resilience.

“This unit stands as a model of perseverance and purpose,” said Chief Felts. “Its members have
rebuilt, grown, and excelled — embodying what it means to serve with integrity and vision.
Their legacy is one of transformation and teamwork.”

From its humble beginnings in April 2015 with just one adult member, the squadron grew to 17
adult members and 25 cadets by March 2020, demonstrating a steadfast commitment to mission
and mentorship. Maj. Ken Burns, who served as commander from 2014 to 2016, was
instrumental in keeping the unit alive during its most challenging period. Maj. Patrick Deem
continued that legacy, guiding the squadron toward stability before returning to serve as
Squadron NCO as a Master Sergeant.

The unit’s continuity and success are also credited to Capt. Mark Rowe, a long-serving Deputy
Commander since 2018 — often referred to as “the glue’ holding the unit together through
transitions. Leadership has since passed to 1st Lt. Ryan Lutgring, who continues to foster a
culture of excellence and mentorship.

Among the cadets recognized for outstanding achievement was Cadet Kassi Hirt, whose
accomplishments have brought distinction to both the unit and the Kentucky Wing. Cadet Hirt
served as a flight sergeant and mentor to junior cadets, consistently modeling the standards of
excellence that define CAP’s cadet corps.

“Cadet Hirt exemplifies the heart of our program,” Felts noted. “She represents what happens
when mentorship, discipline, and opportunity come together. Her achievements are not just
personal victories — they’re a reflection of what this squadron stands for.”

The evening also provided an opportunity to spotlight ongoing initiatives within the Great Lakes
Region (GLR) and Kentucky Wing (KYWG). Chief Felts shared updates on regional
professional development programs such as Volunteer University, recently conducted at Fort



Knox, Kentucky, and Alpena Combat Readiness Training Center (CRTC), Michigan, designed to
strengthen leadership and operational excellence throughout the region.

Region-wide, GLR continues to offer exceptional opportunities through National Cadet Special
Activities (NCSAs) such as National Blue Beret, NESA, the Michigan Search and Rescue
Academy, the Johnston Flight Academy, and the U.S. Air Force Rated Preparatory Program
(AF-RPP).

Within the Kentucky Wing, the 2026 National Legislative Day application process has opened,
with five cadets to be selected to represent the Wing in Washington, D.C. Both Capt. Rowe and
Chief Felts are former NLD delegates and strongly encourage all qualified cadets to apply.

“For the Kentucky Wing, this is Legislative Week — an opportunity to connect directly with our
nation’s leaders, advocate for CAP, and experience the heart of American government,” said
Felts. “We want our cadets to see themselves as part of something larger — shaping the future of
our organization and our country.”

The evening closed with a reflection on the unit’s journey — from near closure to becoming a
thriving and respected program — and a celebration of those who have shaped its legacy.

“The strength of this squadron lies in its people — those who lead, those who serve, and those
who follow with purpose,” Felts said. “Their story reminds us that with resilience and teamwork,
there’s no limit to what can be accomplished.”

--Written by Chief Master Sgt. Felts and used with permission
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Founded in 1941 and established as the official civilian auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force seven
years later, Civil Air Patrol is chartered by Congress as a nonprofit organization for the purposes
of youth development, aerospace education, and to promote general aviation. In an auxiliary role
as a Total Force partner of the Air Force, CAP operates the world’s largest fleet of single-engine
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