EKU AE Horizons 2026

By Capt. Julie Oliver

On Saturday, April 18, Eastern Kentucky University hosted its third annual aerospace
exploration day entitled, “EKU Aerospace Education Horizons”. This year’s event was
geared toward Civil Air Patrol cadets and was also open to the community.

There were four stations available: Aerodynamics—designing, creating, and testing paper
airplanes; Rocketry—designing, creating, and launching air-powered rockets; small
Unmanned Aerial Systems (sUAS)—using computer simulators and flying actual drones;
and learning and using the EKU flight simulators. Participants were pre-selected for one of
the stations in the morning, then switched to a different station in the afternoon.

All of the well-planned activities challenged the attending youth to creativity, critical
thinking skills, and learning new concepts. The paper airplanes and rockets were
particularly difficult when the design concepts did not work as expected. There were a lot
of “back to the drawing board” moments until a successful flight was accomplished.

Drones, quadcopters, and sUAS are always a hit! After watching a short video about drone
safety and taking a quick quiz, cadets and community members were able to try their skills
at flying small quadcopters. Everyone did very well and no crashes were reported.

The Civil Air Patrol cadets all seemed to really enjoy the EKU flight simulators. A multitude
of aircraft were available to “fly” and there were many choices for types of flights. Cross
country, traffic patterns at an airport, and landing on an aircraft carrier were just a few of
the selected flights. Virtual reality goggles were also an option and a few cadets took
advantage of that opportunity.

It was a valuable learning experience for all involved. A big THANK YOU goes out to Maj.
Marie Manning and her colleagues at EKU, and Cadet Capt. Adams and his cadet staff for
developing and executing a terrific event. We look forward to next year!



