2026 KENTUCKY WING CONFERENCE

Over the weekend of March 20-21, over 200 Civil Air Patrol members from Kentucky and
surrounding wings, as well as representatives from the Great Lakes Region and CAP
National Headquarters, gathered in Lexington for the 2026 KYWG Conference at the Clarion
Hotel’s Bluegrass Convention Center. Highlights included networking with peers,
interactive workshops on emerging concepts, and sessions designed to refresh and
advance professional skills.

1stLt. Anna Molder, KYWG Plans and Programs Officer, and her 2026 KYWG Conference
committee did an excellent job over the past year planning, finding a venue, gathering
presenters, and executing a very well-done event. The theme for this year was, “Mission
Possible--Our Mission, Your Move”, which was nicely woven into all aspects of the
weekend. There was a little something for everyone and all attendees seemed to have had
a great time.

As a new addition to the conference, an Intermediate Training Leaders of Cadets class was
offered during the day Friday. Several members took advantage of this in-person
opportunity to learn more about working with cadets. The course was led by KYWG Director
of Cadet Programs, 1st Lt. Heather Gregory.

Friday evening saw a lot of activity with the Cadet Ball and Commander’s Welcome. The
Cadet Ball, entitled “The Celestial Soiree,” was planned by the KYWG Cadet Advisory
Council. In the past, this event has been held separately at a different time of year than the
conference. Pairing it with the conference promoted greater cadet attendance at the Ball
and the conference; there were around 60 attendees. Cadets (and adult chaperones)
enjoyed an evening of fellowship, dancing, and a tasty taco bar!

The Commander’s Welcome was an adult social held at the same time as the Cadet Ball.
KYWG Commander, Jaimie L Henson, welcomed KY wing members, members from
surrounding wings, Great Lakes Region Commander Col. Boehmer, Great Lakes Region
staff members, and Col. Rose Hunt, CAP National Executive Officer. It was a relaxing time
to catch up with friends and to meet new people.

Saturday morning all members gathered in the main ballroom for the General Assembly.
Master of Ceremonies for the morning was Maj. Jim Oliver. After calling the room to order,
the conference Color Guard brought in the colors and presented them for the Pledge of
Allegiance. Maj. Nicholas Greenman gave the Invocation. After a short safety briefing, Col.
Henson and Lt. Col. Steven Warrick, KYWG Deputy Commander, took the stage to present
“Of the Year” awards to squadrons.



The Keynote speaker this year was United States Air Force Brigadier General (retired) Rob
Givens. He spoke passionately about his combat experience and how it shaped him as a
person. Gen. Givens mentioned mistakes that he made and how he thought one of those
mistakes would cost him his career, but instead he received an “atta-boy” from one of his
mentors that was closely monitoring the situation. He learned that the decisions that he
made as a pilot not only affected him but also affected those around him. The lessons he
learned not only apply to flying and the Air Force, but also to life in general.

After the presentation, Gen. Givens hosted a Q&A session just for cadets. During this time,
Col. Henson gave a State of the Wing presentation that included statistics on cadet and
adult promotions, aircraft usage and maintenance, and activities held throughout the wing
over this past year.

To finish out the morning, Chaplain (Capt.) Marvin Bryce virtually presented a class on
Ethics in Leadership that included specific steps to define problems, think them through
logically (not emotionally), and resolve them ethically.

Saturday afternoon, 24 breakout sessions were available for members to attend. Some of
the offerings were, Effective Running of a Cadet Squadron, Public Affairs Best Practices,
Why Does CAP Matter, Character Development, Making Aerospace Hands-on, Budgeting
and Fundraising, Cadet Open House Tips and Tricks, and so many more. Most of the
sessions were open to both adults and cadets, but there were some sessions just for
cadets. Most rooms were full and a lot of good information was presented.

The conference culminated in the formal banquet and awards ceremony. Master of
Ceremonies for the evening was Capt. Phillip Harris. The National Anthem was sung by
Capt. Julie Oliver, and the Invocation was given by Maj. Nicholas Greenman. After the
introduction of Honored/Distinguished Guests, the membership recognized those that are
currently serving or have served in the Armed Forces. As a follow-on, specially chosen
cadets presented the Table of the Missing in remembrance of those service members who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

After dinner Col. Hunt presented the National Briefing, describing how Kentucky plays a
valuable role in helping CAP be a Total Force partner of the US Air Force. Col. Henson and
Lt. Col. Warrick again took the stage to present “Of the Year” awards to well-deserving
individual members. Col. Boehmer joined them to present the Region awards to the
selected recipients. At the conclusion of the awards ceremony, the mess was closed and
all were dismissed to place final bids for the Silent Auction items.

The Silent Auction was open throughout the conference, with items donated by members,
squadrons, and groups. Proceeds will benefit the KYWG Kantor Scholarship (for cadets



pursuing a private pilot certificate), and to the KYWG General Scholarship (for cadets and
adults seeking to further their Civil Air Patrol training). For details on these scholarships,
please visit the KYWG Website: Kentucky Wing Scholarship Opportunities | Kentucky Wing

KYWG would like to extend a special thank you to 1st Lt. Molder and the conference
committee on a very enjoyable, successful weekend. The conference is a lot of work,
provides a lot of information, and is a lot of fun. Please consider joining us next year for the
2027 KYWG Conference!

To see photos from the conference, please visit 2026 KYWG Conference - Civil Air Patrol.
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